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indicated that he was the foremost figure of the Catalan
proletariat, the most advanced of all Spain.

The leadership of Lerroux' party was in the hands of
a group of ignorant political charlatans, anxious to get
rich in government positions, even if it meant prostituting
themselves in the most ignominious manner. There were
more gamblers among them than politicians, and this
barefaced crowd sheltered themselves behind the title of
Traditional Republicans.

Lerroux was Minister of State during the first republican
government. The post was of great importance, but the
fact that he held it does not mean that he had the confi-
dence of his fellow cabinet ministers, or of the various
parties. He disliked the obvious suspicion with which he
was treated, but since he could carry on his political
business and put his numerous satellites in well-paid posts,
he maintained a certain pride, an air of satisfaction. It
was then that he put in use a word which acquired a
picaresque meaning, "Euforia", For Lerroux "Euforia"
was not a state of physiological satisfaction, of bodily
plenitude, but the ignorant complacency of the scamp,
who has the good luck to see his swindles turning
out well.

Gil Robles took advantage of the moral atmosphere of
the Radical Party to introduce himself into the Republic
and follow his designs.

The Lliga Regionalista Catalana (The Catalonian
Regionalist League) presided over by Don Francisco
Cambo, a financier and statistician, was an enterprise to
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